~ smokeout. In d
*at the University sanehxgan wﬁl :

Mystery term started in San Rafael
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“Today is April Zﬂ and the signifi-*
- NORML. “Folks:
or mfamous, dependmg on Whom .

‘ . the rest of the

_eance of the date ceuld be religious

. ‘you ask.
- Butfor manywho describe them-
- selves as members of the counter-

‘culture, April 20 — or 4/20 —isa day
_ to celebrate the pleasures of altered
~ consciousness, loosen the bonds of

convention and, in short, slack off
. andsmekealotafpot. e

_myth and xt’s a Iot of fun,” ‘sald

‘attorney Keith Stroup, executive di- -
rector of the N’aﬁonal‘()rgamzanon
to Reform Marj .

lot of fun with ﬂusscode word, and

what the hell we're ta}kmg about” -

This aftemoon, as the dock : that

 strikes 4:20 p.m., thousands of peo-
_ ple across the United States witi be :

~ gathered on college camp
_ city parks, pnvat n

_' 'ysome refer to aé “tbe stoner's New, '
- Year,” or “Miller Time for hippies.”

‘ In San Francisco, the Fourth An-
~ nual 420 Hemp Fest will kick off at 4
- p.m. at Maritime Hall, and in Marin

_ County, revelers plan to gather atop  Bilke it High Times magazine, who

- should know. Morrison died on July

- Mount Tamalpais for a ntuai

. havethezrannualﬂashBash,mdm
~ Washington, D.C,, legalizatic
. tivists will kick off a fund-raiser for
_ their yearly Fourth of - July smoke-m
in front of the White House.
_If you've never heard the term
429 (that’s “four ~twenty,” not “four
hundred and twenty”) usedm quite
- this way, youre not hip — but you're
‘not alone. The term has eluded the
_understanding of those in the

raight: 0 £C o
5 -and-nar: WWOﬂd 7 neaﬂy ~ group who now owns a business in

- 30 years.
* And if you do- Imow what 420
 refers to, odds are that you have no

idea where the term came fiom.

- Ever since 420 became an insider's

£ catchphrasemthe 1970s, theoriesas
o its origin have mtﬂﬁphed like

Starbucks outlets, raising lf to the
level of wban myth. |

on ac-

- School, in 1971, among a group of
_about a dozen potsmoking wise-

“ stoned?” he smd’.
: teachei’s

. icting
entry on pubhc land. The nnmberxs -
not a police radio code, and the
‘number of chermcal compoundsin
marijuana is 315, according to the

3, Hendrix on Septembe: 18, and

. Ioplm on October 4

According to Steven Hager, edi-
tor of High Times, the term 420
‘ongmated at San  Rafael High

acres who called fhemselves the ‘

Waldos. The term 420 was short-

hand for the time of day the group
would meet, at the campus statue of

- Louis Pasteur, to smoke poL

“Waldo Stevz a member of thé .
San Franczsco, says the Waldos .

would salute each other in the

school hallway and say “420 Louis!”.

“Itwas;usta;oke butltcameta
mean alt kinds of things, like ‘Do
youhaveany?'oy‘l)or! Ioak :

CA has becemé a;,gx%mt’ mban

_ Devoteeswill insist that 420 isthe



